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Another day, another deadline. I always wadt unitil last to write thiz first
little tit, hoping that I'll think up something to say during the produstion, but
I never do {(think, thatis). So Iguess production wouldnt be a bad idea 1o start
with. Tou've probably noticed that the format of the newsletters varies issue
ty iszus. The reason iz that we're still experimenting. Experimenting with the
logo, letterhesd, column headings, and production/reproduction aspects of
producing a newsletter. With each newsletter, we figure out what we want to
improwe on for next time, and "next time” we find things we're still not happy
with. Andsoitgoes. Hope yv'all like the way this issue turns out. For those that
may be curioug, we're doing all on our text |, layout, and graphics on a Macin-
tozh Plue computer. We're therefore &z limited a2 itis, and as I, the user, am.
Production has been alterniately xerox, or straight off the printer (but that re-
ally takez a 1ot of computer-gitting ). Enough of this.

Letters. Every now and then we 4o get letters that are just "Hi, how are
you's” and they are great! For example, Jane Pannell sent e one telling me
about her trip throuzh the mid-zouthern statez, complete with xeroxed pic-
turez! Those pictures (of Econolines, of course) are now U o1 oUur picturs
board, and if we get enough good ones, Jay and I have discussed the possibility
of in<luding a picture seriez/spotters scrapboak in onie of the newsletters. Ya
never know. Andther letter, from Don English, had a little different tune.
Don mentioned that he had finiched some negotiations with Dennis Carpenter
{2 Ford repro parts meker/dealer) whereby Dot agreed to lend Dennis some of
his new 0EM rubtber products 3o that Dennis could make up some molds and be-
gin productiona. The items that Don said [ could quote Dennis on as being avail-
atle in 6-9 months are: front door gackets complete with the wire inserts, and
vent window gasketz. There are other things it the whispering stages, some
of which will depend on how well Don can convince Dennis that the items are
really needed by Econoline restorers (ie. are marketable). Here's {(again)
where we need 1o get thoze "ten-most-wanted” inputs from the collective
membership and channe! them to the appropriste places/people. Don's been
throuzh the games of writing repro and NOS dealers until blue in the face, and
has a pretity good handle on what is strictly not available as new parts. If he
know: what the rest of Econ( is needing {via Jay and I), then perhaps he can
direct Dennis toward reproducing some of those items we all need.

Off rav coapbtox, and onward. Talking about parts Kind of leads me into
letting me tell you about cur next issue of the newsletter. Qur most asked
question seems 10 be something like this: " What's the poop on the NOS and re-
pro parts dealers7: Who has what?: and Who is reputable?”. We'll try to get an-



awers o these Juestions and 1o prezent 2ome 1Jeaz on alternate parts Sources,
53!3:‘.3- paris inter ;h-.nhi:-ﬂ ad chare some of the WD We an dothers havre
fon uj to solve protlems. As part of thiz, we would 111\ 10 know what experi-

ences our members have had with vendors and problem solving. Also, if you
1‘1-‘3.‘."&' :c e ; ; e;mx: que:uun. W d lowve 10 be able to get enriough togerhﬁ-x o put
i

eV nnr= DI uu bur cati't 11 WE' dnn t hno'ﬁ your m-ed., A sort 01 prewew 10 ell
thiz IUHGW" in the firzt two of three tips ' passing on this month.

Tig:2: Like most early Econolines, mine shifted poorly after 20-odd years
of who-knowsz-how-many-chifts. I started looking for the why and how, and
came 1o the tracket that's riveted inside the top of the shift colutan. This
bracket hioldz the shaft that the ball at the end of the shiftlever ridesin. Both
sides of the bracket were trokenn. O to the junkyard I went (with Javy, of
courze). Pickings were skinnv for Econolinie brackets {(doo-dadz, whatever)
that weren 't in similar shape and a mid-vear(1969-1974, or “short-nose”) van
nearby had the steering wheel pulled. By chance we took a look, and the
eJuivalent part was intact, and of a stronger design than any we'd seen. 0wt
came the hammer and chisel, and sfter narrowly avoiding the bracket as the
second rivet came loose (it's got a spring under there that shoots it at you if
vou're in line) we cnmpared it to the one that waz broken, and sure enough,
the part was the zame it every way. except for the reinforcement. The column
shifted beautifully when the "new” bracket waz bolted {inzstead of rivets) in.
Unfortunately, Itried at a later date to help a friend with a Dagetihaf 4-speed
correct the same probvlem and the parts ARE NOT the same. We ended up braz-
ing his.

The next tip iz directed to 1964-1967 owners who are tired of not getting
enouzrh heat in winter and too much in summer due to an inoperative or par-
tially clogged heater control velve. Most of the ones we find in junkyards,
evetl it1 semmi-Funny California, are shot. A useatle substitute, usually found in
gond conditinn, iz the ssme item from a 19577- 19667 Ford pickup (non-Econo-
litnie type). The control vadve is L-shaped, cable operated, and appesars to not
clog or rust over time.

Via Lee Brown, we've been informed that one way to slow the rapid
(relatively) wear of Econoline steering boxes is to take the box apart, ¢lean it
out, atid refill it using STF oil treatment. It'slightenough to get back into
plazes that greasze won't when puched out. He addz that the truck steers easier
& well.

As alast note from me before we get into the rest of the newsletter,
there is an up-date for the membership roster following the Econoline Classi-
fieds. Please add this to your existing roster, or if you've joined since the last
newsletter (and therefore received an intermediate roster), compare this up-
date 1o the roster you received, and correct as needed.

Like what you've just read, the rest of the issue is kKind of a melting pot.
Something for everyone, hopefully. Jay and I {(and others) have bath done the
dual master ¢vlinder conversion that follows, We are finishing up the produc-
uon figures series, and our first contributed article has to do with putting
power windows in an Econoline. I'll protably give ita trv ini one of mine, it
sounds straightfoward enough. Good luck, and I'l] talk at you next time.

et Hisster Cyiliader Converalan fur 1861- 1066 Beameilme

The 1961-66 Econoline used a single master ¢ylinder brake systetn. What
this means is that if any part of the brake system fails, you will lose brakes at



a1l four wheslz Starting in 1967 Federal vehicle regulations required all vehi-
cles manulfastured in this country to have a dust master ¢yvlinder brake ovs-
tern. The 1367 Econioline vwat waz the last vear of the early mid-engine body
stvile and was in most wavs the came o2 the earlier vehicles co most parts, in-
cluding the duad master ¢vlinder will it the earlier models. The dual ayvstem
will give you s much safer vehicle for a minimum number of dollars and
shiouid e cotizidered for all of the early vans.

The conversion conzists of simply dbolting in the master ¢ylinder from a
1367 van and hooking up the lines with a few changes which will be detailed
here.

The first stef 12 to find s master ¢ylinder. These are not availsble rebuilt
s vou will have w get either a new one (about $120.00 locally) or find a uzed
one it & wrecking vard. The rebuild kit is still available for these but be cure
to g2t a master ¢vlinder that iz not heavily pitted since they caninot be honed
tevond Q003 inches oversize.

The 1967 unit 1z eacily idetitified by the large rectangular filler ¢sp and
the larget access plate in the floor. Other differetices are the location of the
brake lizht switch and the addition of a warning light valve. The warning
light was located above the headlight switch to show aloss of pressure in the
brake zvstem. Differencez in the 1967 vans and pickups are: the 67's had
backup lights, earlier ones did not, even as an option; the 67's had the emer-
gency flasher switch incorporated into the turn signisl switch, earlier ones
were on the dach; the gearshift knob was also different in 1967,

Anvway, you chiould get the warning light and valve when youget the
master ¢ylinnder and iy to get the lines to the rear junction: and left front as
well zince thev are different from '61-'66. Alternstively, they can be made
uzing precut and flared lines available at wost parts houses. The original line
10 the righit front ¢can be used if it is in good shape.

To sum it up you will fieed: 1) the master ¢ylinder, 2) brake light switch,
31 accezs cover for the hole in the floor, 4) pressure warning valve, 5) warn-
ifig licht o1 the dash, 6) steel lines to the rear and left front, 7) a rebuild kit
for the master ovlinder.

If vou are buving a uzed master ¢ylinder and they watit 10 charge you extra
far the pedsl, leave it behind sinice the pedal is the same.

To install the master ¢vlinder you should first ¢cut the larger opening in
the floor after the old one iz removed. The front edge of the hole is in the
right place so use the access plate ag a guide to ¢cut the openiing. Be sure itis
large enough 1o remove the master ¢ylinder cover through but not so large
thiat there is no bite for the cover plate screws. Now bolt the master ¢ylinder
and warning valve ifi. Refer 1o the disgram to heok up the brake lines. If you
did not get the lites you will need two pieces of precut and flared steel tubing.
Theze come in standard lengths and should not be cut or flared unless you
hawe & Jouble flarifig tool. These need to be double flared to withstand brake
system pressures. You will need a 40 inch piece of 3/16” line for the left front
and a 60 innch piece of 1/4" line for the rear. Also get an adapter to step the
174" line t0 3/16" 10 uze at the junction point in the line to the rear.

There are w0 wires on the dash mounted warning lamp. One connects to
the ACC post ot the ignition switch, the other goes to the connection cn the
warning valve. The wires 10 the brake lamp switch will have to be spliced to
the new wires, it does not matter which is which.

Aner everything is connected, fill and bleed the system. The front half
of the master ¢cylinder goes to the front brakes, the rear half to the rear. When
you turn on the Key the warning lamp will probably be on. To center the
switch and turn the lamp off open one of the bleeder screws on either the
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Un the seconnd line the first nuber iz the wheelbaze. All of the Econin-
linez produced from 1961-67 had a 90 inch wheeltaze 20 the number 90 or 0S0
will appear here. Note that the Falcon vaniz were tiot considered cofataercial
wvehicles so this space will be blank.

The color, model, and body type codes were covered in the previous two
newzleners.

The transmizzion and axle ¢codes are decoded in the tables below. Note
that the codes lizted in the shop manualz for some years were not updsted so
were 1ot &l correct. Be sure to detertaine the correct vear before looking
up the codes a2 they had a few changes from yeatr to year.

The maximuom GWY, certified net horsepower at ---- RPM spaces were
uzed by individual states for commercial registration purposes. Again, note
that these spaces were left tlank an the Falcon vans.

The DI0 space determines where the vehicle was originally ordered. See
the Tunie/ Julv nevweletter for IS0 information.

ECONOLINE ENGINE CODES:1961-1967

Ensine Size 1961 1962 1963 1964 1965 1966 1967
144 S g S S

144 % K K

170 T T T T F F

170% M

200 S

240 J A A

* Low compression export

ECONOLINE TRANSMISSION CODES: 1961-1967

Trancmizzion 1961 1962 1963 1954 1965 1966 1967
3-speed 21d. A A¥ A A A C C
4-zpeed 2td. 3 F

C4 automatic G** G G G

¥ In late 1962 some vehicles carried trans code 2A which in 1ate 1962 indicated
the later fully synchronized transtmiszion which was continued into 19675 and
later yearz. In 1963 both "A" and "2A" appeared for some reason, possibly dif-
ferent ratios?

*# There iz a reference in the Ford parts catalog which indicates that some
1964 Econolinies may have been produced using the Falcon 2-speed automatic
{Ford-o-Matic) sithoush there is no mention of thiz in chop or owner's
manuals.



froft or the rear and slowly press the brake pedal. The lamp will go out when
the switch iz centered. I thn dossn’t work or if you ga too far, try the oppozsite
rear or froft) part of the svatem. It may take a few tries to get the switch
1&1 Lic-zr:. the bieeders and check the fluid level Check all connections
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St Here Progustiem nlermefian

In this 1ssue I'll trv to complete the seriez on decoding yvour data plate to
t2ll vou what you've got \or had) for an engine, treansmission, and rear axle. In
the past couple of issues we've covered serial numbers, paint and interior
codez, diztrict codez, model and body types, so we will "fill out” the rest of the
data plate.

Beginning with the tog: line on the data plate, the serial or warranty
number tells vou several thitigs. The letter "E” followed by the first two digits
tells you thst you have an Econoline vehicle and the first two of the three dig-
its of the model series. For example, Eil... would be either an E100, E102. E10%
or E104 {(cee the first newsletter).

This iz followed by two letters. The first tells you the size of the engine.
the second tells wou where the vehicle was built. In the ¢ase of the Econolines,
all will have ann "H” for the second letter since all were built at the Ford Truck
plantin Lorain. Ohio. For the engine size, see the table below.

The six digit number, or letter and five digit number that follows is the
consecutive unit number for all Ford trucks (not just Econolines) produced and
will tell vou the month and vesr that the vehicle was made (see the second
newsletter).



ECOMOLINE REAR AXLE CODEZ: 1961-1967

Eatio/Tvpe 1961 1962 1963 1964 1965 1966 1967

3.50:1 LD 01 01 01 01 01 01 01

4.00:1 LI 0z 0z Nz 0z 0z 0z 0z

4.11:1 HD 03 03 3 12 12
PatioTwee 1951 1962 1963 1964 1965 1966 1987
4 561 HD 04 04 04 13 13
001 HI o7 07
350:1 HD 11 11
3.00:1 HDv* A7 A7
3.50:1 HD* E1 El
411:1 HD* B2 B2
$57:1 HD* , B3 B3

* Locking axle (Positraction or limited 2lip)
Perer Tiadees far eerly Beemeilines

Thiz iz s sitaple how-to. What yvou need are GM power window units
Irom four door GM carz. Cadillag back doors are the best. These are simple
one-arm units. The switchers are from anv GM car.
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Figure 1: Ford manusl window crank, bracket and arfa.

0¥, now let's build a set. First remove the stock window regulator from
the Econoline door. Drill out the spot welds that hold the unit on the bracket.
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Fisure 2: Power window unit with arm cut shown.

Now. pozition the GM motor unit on the Ford bracket so the motor part
fitz forward of the bracket and the unit's torsion spring is in the same area as
the old Ford's wae (see fig. 3). Weld the Ford bracket to the GM power window
uniit bracket, then weld the Ford arm onto the GM arm, positioning the roller
pinn center 157 from the torsion spring ceniter, ag in figure 3.
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Ficure 5. G.M. power window unit with Ford tracket annd arm attached.

0k, now it's time to install the wiring for the motors. The GM units are
very simgle to wire. Figure 4 is 8 basic wiring diagram. GM uses two different
style switches. Onie hia the trim plates molded in, one has trim plates that
mount from behind. Both are good switches Back to the wiring: 10 gauge is
gond to use because of the current needed to operate the windows. Irun my
wiring along the door stop strap. It may be necessary to ground the door to the
truck tody . Install the modified window units in the doors. Youmight have to
putapiece of 1"x4"x4" in the bottorm to act as a door stop. A friend of mine
didfi't and hiz setup still works fine. You be the judge. Test the windows and
efjoy. Stay tuned next issue (the parts issue) for some sources for glass

chatinel, et¢. That ends the how-to article, so remember: . if its got a hood, it
sini't no gond!
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Ficure 4 Wirins diazram for G.M. power windows.

Contrituted tv: Harold Mezo & Terry Wheeler, Orlando, FL (Thanks, guvs).

Jev's comment:

When installing warning lamps in my doors I came up with a
nest way to run wires into the front {or side/rear) doors which I
thouzht I would pass on here. This would work well for wiring for the
power windows as well as anything else in the doors which needs
wiring: speakers, lamgp:z, electric locks, etc. The wires are run inside a
lenizth of thinwall windshield washer hose which is fixed to the body
anid zlides in a plactic buching in the front surface of the door. The
buchings I used are the type commonly used ifi electronic equipment.
also known a2 "Hev<so” tuchings. If youneed some. I ¢can send vou some
at ¢cost. The hosze iz fit through a ruttber grommet where it goes
thirough the door jamt and is clamped to the body tehind the lip (the
surface where the door strep is screwed dowrn). A spring inside the door
keeps tencion in the hose to keep it from pinching in the door opening.
To install, drill holes in the front edze of the door and the door frame.
The hole in the door should fit the plastic buching. the hole in the door
frame outer layer should fit the grommet. The hole in the inner layver
should fit the 0.D. of the hose. Install the hose into the grommet and
press in place, leaving enough length to ¢lamp the hose down to the
bodv. Slide the hose through the tushing into the door and clamgp the
spring to the hose. A small hose ¢clamp works well here. Attach the other
end of the spring to a convenient point (I used one of the holes for the
door panel screws). Fush the wires through and you're home free!)

Beamailne Gleaiitiods

VYanted:

Two left maotor mounit brackets, and one right motor mount bracket for 1961-
1964 smsldl zix, manual transmission, carturetor for 200 ¢id engine. Wilson
Mitchiell, Route 2, Box 274, Louisiatia, MQ 63353

Econoline Joor seals, firewall liners, emergency brake handles, steering
wheels. seat upholstery, armrests, tailshaft extension assembly from
Dagenham 4-speed, extra rod for Dageriham 4-speed, floor heater decals; for




piokups dome lght covers, headliteers, tadlgate traces. Jack Baldwin,
Eomrell Awe. Loiusville, £V 40215

439

ot

Fickup tailgate. ferider skirts (a2 sold by JC Whithev or ?27, ages ago). E4
Fucholz. P.F.Z Eox 61 Leke Village, IL 45349

Four good cargo mat retainers, *C1UB-13102E. full headliner paniels for defuxe
*lut wazon (perforated), dark blue armrests for deluxe club wagon, heater,

ez, des -dk original blue fatrics(Z)} for deluxe club wagon. Don English. 301
Al :Iu!:'d a Blvd, Coronado, CA 92118

Tinh~3 windows (ront door glezz), blue padded dash end padded glove box door,
infos lit /pictures Sparts relating 1o Mercury verzion of Econoline. Jay Long.

15039 Costela 51, San Leandra, Ch Q4579

Tan padded dash and tan fiberglass dash skirt w/o cutout for padded glove box
door, deﬁ_rf‘night resr view mirror, straight pickup tailgate, tinted glass pack-
gz e for S-window pickup. Brian Cochrane. 258 Cambridze Ave. |, San Leandro,
CA 94577

Free:

Will look for almost rust-free Southern California used parts {tailgates and
turn signsd lenises are oo hard). Indicate desired conidition and price. Don
Engzlizh. 301 Alameda Blvd., Coronedo CA 92118

Parting out:
1967 S-window pickup and 1964 Window van. Sorry no taﬂgate.; SASE. R. Hart,
PO.Eox 3043, Madison Heights, VA 24572

Roster Updates

Corrections:

Change Beth Greenbalghi’s to Greenhalgh. She and Steve have a new address:
21914 Entrada Road

Topanga, CA 90290

Jane Pannell's new addres: 1o

15 01d Sat-le Eoad MHP

Evington, VA 24550

Addizince last newsletter):

Jack Baldwin 1962 5-Window Pickup Rolled; for parts
3439 Powell Ave. 1962 5-Window Pickup 144 ¢id, propane
Lodueville, KY 40215 5-Window Pickup 4¢-speed column

Ed Buchlotz 1967 3-Window Pickup 6" top chop, ex-radl
ER 2 Boxel road vehicle

Lake Village IN 46349 1967 Deluxe Club Wagon For parts

(219 ‘:19"—37‘311

Jim Culver 1965 Window Van, Extended
14 Morgan Ave.

Glenz Falle, NYT 12801

(518) 738-8005
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